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THE WASHINGTON UNION.

WASHINGTON CITY.

SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 16, 1857,

OFFICIAL.
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT.

Edward 8, Hongh, collector, &e., Alexandris, Vir-
ginia, reappointed.

Walter N. Haldeman, surveyor, &c., Louisville,
Kontucky, vice Samuel 8. English, removed.

Dr. G. Parmenter, inspector of drugs and medicines
at Boaton, in place of Dr. Bmith, removed.

THE NEW AND THE OLD WORLD.

Ever aince so large a portion of the New World
emancipated itself from the thraldom of the Old, s
junior partner has been introduced into the great
firm of nations. There have been two sublunary
worlds, the Old and the New, in many respécts radi-
cully distinguished from each other. Oune is past its
prime, the other not yet arrived at, but rapidly ap-
proaching to maturity, They differ widely in other
respects—in their geographical position ; their cli-
mate, soil, and productions ; in their social organi-
wation ; their political institutions ; aud in the great
fundamental principles of their govermment. In
aliort, there exist so many diversitics, so many
hrond distinctions, so many clashing interests be-
tween the New and the Old World, that it cannot rea-
sonably be anticipated that any cordial co-operation
will exist between them in future without some ma-
terial modifications of that system of internationul
law which has hitherto reguluted the interconrse of
European nations. Something must be conceded to
the new and growing interests of a people who are
fist spreading over a vast continent, and the period
is probably not far distant when its inhabitants will
claim to have a voice in the adoption of a code of in-
termational law—most especially a maritinie inter-
national law—by which the rights of belligerents
and neutrals are to be regulated in future.

Whatever it may be in theory, it is pretty noto-
rious that in practice thelaw of nations has been
preacribed and enforced by those who had the pow-
er to impose it on those who were incapable of re-
wistance, The present system is exclusively a Euro-
pean system.  Africa, being in a state of harbarism,
had no pretensions to be consulted ; Asia, having
in later times become little better than o vassal of
Enrope, has been coerced into acquiescence by force
and intimidation, or Ly intrigue and diplomacy ;
and America, having until recently been in a slate of
colonial dependence, had neither voice nor influence
in framing that code by which the intercourse of in-
dependent nations is to be regulated.

Heretolore the law of nations, most especially the
maritime law, has boen virtually nothing mere than
the dietation of that power which was strong enough
to enforce submission. Ever since Great Britain,
by a succession of struggles with Holland, Spain,
and France, acquired a decided ascendency on the
ocean, maritime international law has been little
else than the exercise of her own will direeted to
the furtherance of her own interests. Having tri-
umphed over all her rivals in succession, she became
the great arbiter of the rights of nations on the
ligh seas, both belligerent and neutral, and has
ever gince ungurped the privilege of dictating the
limits in  which they wore to be exercised.
Bince that period maritime international law has
been nothing but the right of the strongest.
The right of search and paper blockades has heeu
enforced in opposition fo the armed neunirality
of the northern nations of Europe, and the uni-
form proteata of the United BStates, which, though
originally not parties to this code, have been
the principal victims of its practical injustice.
Withont recognising its principles or its prac-
tice, they have, in every European war in which
Great Britain was a party, been perpetnally placed
in a predicament where they were either obliged
to submit to insult, outrage, and wrong, or driv-
en to the altercative of taking up arms to resist
or avenge them. This has been their position from
the first moment of their independent existence.
With every disposition and every nmotive to preserve
peace with all the world, and with a settled policy of
non-intervention in the affairs of Europe, they have
either been compelled to bear all the evils of war, or
forced into a war as the leaser evil.

Justice to themselves, as woll as a due regard to
their peace, their interests, and their honor, requires
that they should use that influence which is now
gradually forcing itsell on the atlention of Europe to
procure some modification of maritime international
law, which shall place them ont of reach of the quar-
rols of European nations, and leave them at liberty
to enjoy the fruits of their neutrality without the in-
terference of bullying belligerents, or the dictation
of u Europenn congress. E

To minds sccustomed to trace those great univer-
sal causes that bafiie all the efforts of men to direct
or control them, and which ultimately decide the fute
of nations through their inevitable consequences, it
must be evident that the oceupation of a new world
by & race of men equal to those of Europe in all the
substantigl elements of civilization ; in possession of
all the artsand eciences which facilitate material prog-
rosn; froe from the burdens which have been en-
tailed on the present generation of Europe by the
prodigality of their ancestors; and superior to all
their cotemporaries in aclivity, energy, enterprise,
und intelligence—it must be evident, wo say, that such
u people must make their mark on the world, and ex-
ercise an infl on its destinies that will be felt,
if not ackuowledged. Tt is scurcely to he anticipated
that o nation so circumst 1, the titt
conscious of its position, will continue tamely to
noquiesce in o system of maritime law bearing so
hard upon it withont some material modifications.

Wa believe it is not assuming too much when we
sy that the New World constitutes a system of its
own, different from and indepondent of that of the
Old. Tt hiss nothing to do with the family quarrels of
Furope for the proservation of the balance of power,
or the vast projects of England in the East; nor is it,
we think, probable it will ever recognise the right of
any distant power, or any combination of powers, to
vogeulate the balance and establish an equilibrinm on
this continent. The New World must revolve in
its own orlit, and become the centre of its own sys-
tem.

Lot us, mevely na & matter of speculation, take o
passing glanes at what may possibly bo the future
rolations of the New and the Old World. While
differing in #0 many poinis, and most especially in
their political organization, it is not, we think, prob-

wble they will be connected with each other, except thetn. If the cap fits let them wear it—it in none of
by the tie of wutual intoreats—if thera be any such

thing anong uations—or cherisl auy other feeliug
but that of mutusl contenpt or mutusl rivalry. The
differeut quarters of the globo have never been
friends. That feeling is slreadly exhibited, and daily
becoming more obvious ; and as one continues to
advance with such rapid strides towards a gigan-

to eroct itaelf aa u standard for the rest of the \vrt.rrld.i

or to aswumo the prerogative of direeting mankind in
the pursuit of that happiness which is the end and
wim of all human exertion.

On the whole, we are inclined to the beliel that
the people of the United Htates will hurdly be per-

led to sacrifice their peace, their Union, and

tic maturity, while the other i atationary
in some instances and retrogrades in others, it isnot,
wo think, likely that this feeling will be diminished.
It will grow with the growth and strengthen with the
strength of the New World ; and the period is prob-
ably not fur distant when the Old Warld will look
to the New for examples, if not in costs, caps, and
bonnets, nt least in matters in which tho prosperity
and happiness of nations are much more deoply in-
volved.

Those who have lived long enough to remember
the state of public feeling which prevailed in the
United Btates for a long period after the revolution
will also recollect, that though the people had become
politically independent of Great Britain, their minds
continned in a state of snbserviency to her
habits, and opinions. Though they might be suid to
act, they did not think independently. They remain-
ed in o sort of mental bondage, and, seiting political
principles aside, continued to look abroad for ex-
amples in everything else. This was most especially
the case with what is usnally called the most en-
lightened class, which has so powerful an influ-
ence in giving the tone to public opinion. They read
nothing Lut English books, for they had access to no
others, There was then no American literature ex-
cept a few masterly productions of the greal men to
whom the revolution had given birth ; and it is one
of the most remarkable features of that most re-
markable event, that it was accomplished in opposi
tion to an influence to which the people of the colo-
nies had been in the habit of submitting for ages.
The British press still continued to exercise its ac-
customed sway over the American mind ; professors
of colleges and classical teachers were imported from
whroad like our broadeloths and calicoes ; the de-
cisions of English judges guided our courts of law ;
the opinions of Lord Mansfield on the subject of
slavery were our oraclea; and we weoll remember
that the dicta of the British admiralty court were
quoted by American judges as autherity for the cap-
ture and condemnation of our own vessels, under the
orders in conneil

The church of the United States was in a similar
condition with the law ; and for years after the revo-
lution no elergyman of the Protestant Episcopal
chireh was considered orthodox who had not erossed
the Atlantic and been ordained by an English bishop.
In short, il there was any independence of thought
or opinion in the United States, it was almost exclu-
sively found among that class of people usually stig-
mafized as the vulgar and ignorant, whose sentiments
are uniformly held in coutempt by those writers who
consider the great mass of mankind as created for
the special purpose of doing all the work, while the
happy fow do all the thinking for them.

These old inveterate habits are now, however, hap-
pily wearing away, and within our recollection a de-
cided change, almost o revolution, has taken place,
There still, however, remains a pretly numerous
school of devotees to the Edinburgh and Quarterly
Reviews ; and the London Times has still many dis-
ciples, especinlly among our siatesmen and legisla-
tors, who, instead of resorting to the constitution to
settle a question of internal policy, grope in the lum-
ber garret of past ages for precedents which, if over
based on reason and right, have now become obsolete
and inapplicable, most ecspecially in a government
which has not yet degenerated into the imbecility of
old age, and requires no stimulanis but the energien
of .its youthful vigor to' keep it alive. We hope and
balieve, however, that, in spite of these drawbacks,
the mind of the people of the United Btates is in a
rapid course of emancipation from the old eobwel of
colonial subserviency. We believe the time is at
hand when the New World—at least that portion
over which the sunshine 0f our freo institutions is
destined to extend—will become really and essential-
ly independent, aud, instead of applying the maxima
and examples of monarchical and despotic States to
u free government, as has hitherto been but too much
the practice, loan on their own staff, and walk straight
forward in the path which Providenee secms to point
out o them, '

When the people of the United Statéa shall have
attained this lust and highest stage of independence,
and become masters of their own minda, what conse-
q may we r bly auticipate ! May we not
confidently look forward to that period when the
great republic of the West shall take its stand, side
by side, head and head, if not foremost, with those
who take upon themselves to sit in judgment and de-
cide on the rights of the four quarters of the globe 1—
when we shall no longer crawl on all-fours in the
track of nations, which, by following it themselves,
have been lod up to their necks in the mire ?—when
we shall gteer by onr own compass, and be guided
by our own light-house, instead of peering through
the mists of distance and obscurity at some flickering
farthing candle across the Atlantio? We think—
and trust it is no idle dream—that there is such a
time coming, and that we may possibly live to see it.
The New World t always i d to be
made a tool or a cat’s-paw to the policy of the Old.
Its momentum is too great to be controlled by the
attraction or repulsion of a lesser planet, and every
attempt to arvest its conrse within the sphere of its
orbit will only aceelerate its rapidity.

The reader will be pleased to bear in mind that we
are alone responsible for these speculations, We
are speaking for ourselves, and without the slightest
reference to the present or future policy of any ad-
ministration. In this instance at least wo are no-
body's organ but our own. Standing in this posi-
tion, and committing none bot ourselves, we venture

of giving lawa to the rost of the world. Tt does not
appear to ua that any resl or fancied superiority in
arts, sciences, literature, or factitions refinement
confers a legitimate title to enforce a system of laws
or policy on nations which may be paratively

L to demur to the right so long cxercised hy Earope

their existonce as n great republic, growing up under
such glorious auspices, st the slirine of a new-fangled
system of pretended philanthropy. We seriously
doubt hether they can be wrought upon to accom-
modate their morals, polities, snd religion to the new
British system of ethics, or submit their code of in-
ternational law to the revision and superintendence
of u congress of European negotiators. They will
neither sacrifico themselves to a dogma nor make
wur on Chiva to please the people of England.

JOWA ELECTION. —THE OFFICIAL CANVASS
The official canvass of the votea cast at the re-
cont State dlection in Towa exhibits the following

results :

For Superintendent of Public Instruction—Fisher, demo-
ort, 82,802 ; Bayless, black republican, 32 387 ; demo-
crmtio majord 5

Fir Register of the State Land Office—Parvin, democrat,
32,722 ; Holmes, black republican, 32,220 ; democratic
majority, 502,

For Comanissioner of the Des Moines River N s — M-
ning, black republican, 52 474 ; Bailey, demoorat, 32,1569;
black republican mujority, 315,

There were seven counties yet to be heard from ;
but as the secretary of Btate prosumed that the re-
turns from them would not umterially change the
above resnlts, the canvass was closed. The secre-
tary of State, by the way, is a black republican,

Towa laat full gave Fremont nearly 8,000 majority
over Buchunan ; it has now given the democrucy 500

majority.

THE ABOLITIONISTS IN COUNCIL.

After alluding to the recent proceedings of the
Anti-Blavery Society at New York, their threats of
civil war, invitations to insurrection, &e,, the Al-
bany Argus remarks with great force and truth :

+ But the one subject that concentrutes the most wrath,
that draws all these denuncintions into one focus, s Tuk
coNsIITUTION OF THE UNiren Srares.

“That is the great snd mortal enemy of political abo-
litionasm ; nnd the Supreme Court and the democratio
party are but nccessories.  The Union must be dissolved,
und the constitution be swept away, before the mud
schemes of these mountebanks can be nocomplished.

“ Yet it muat not be supposed for a moment that this
medley of fanatics are alone in their extravagmnce and
their treason,  They but expound the higher law of Bew-
ard. They ccho the threat of Speaker Littlejohn, to
trample on the conglitution, and defly the srmed power
of Congress to enforce its laws.  They paraphrase the
threats of Gen, James Watson Webb, to follow up the
ballot with the bayonet to carry ont the projects of black-

republicanism, -
o Men wonder w7 they hea of the pndacity and the
reckless funnt fchwn Young, when, st the hewd

of his Mormon, wlt Luke, he bids deflance to khe
foderal governmo ot but what difference s there be-
tween the Mormon prophet snd  Littlejolin, or Webl, or
Wendell Phillips, or their reverend associntes, who, like
the Rev. Brighun Young, preach the duty of crime and
insurrection, ‘in the name of God 1" "'

Tt

MORE VICTORIES.
In Terre HWante, Indiana, the democrals have
elected all the eity officers.
In Lafayette, Indiana, the democracy swepl every-
thing, from mayor to constable.

DEATH OF EX-SENATOR ADAMS.

The Memphis papers which came to haud this
morning confirm the report published by us on
Thursday last of the death of Hon, Stephen Adama,
lute United States senator from Mississippi. This
melancholy event is thus noticed in the Memphis

INDIRECT 8 OF THE umwmm:;
NATIONS. - SWITZERLAND. 3
It is one of the fundamental lews of the Swiss con-

federation; expressly inoorporated in the constitu-
tion of Beptember 12, 1848, that the highest rate of
import duty is to be levied on articles of luxury in-
troduced through the frontier custom-h while
raw materials which enter into the différent branches
of manufucturing industry, s well as those which
oontribute to the ities of the people, are to be
subjjected to the smallest possible impost. On this
suliject the constitution  ssys—article 25, section 1 :
“Import dutics—raw materials for the industry of
the country shall be taxed aslow as possible : This
shall also apply to necessary articles of food. Ar-
ticlea of lnxury shall be subjected to the highest du-
ties.”! In ‘s country like Bwitzerland, containing «
populstion of 2,400,000 souls, and embracing an area
of some 15000 square miles without o single sea-
port, this liberal provigion is founded on just prin-
ciples of civil policy, and is sanctioned by a sound
interpretation of the laws of political economy. It is
peculiarly favorable to the indireet trade of the Uni-
tod States with Switzerland, inasmuch as our exports
destined for that republic generally belong to one or
the other of the fuvored ' oategories, while the pro-
ductions of Bwiss industry and skill which we im-
port, with perhaps the single exception of watches,
which pay o duty of 10 per eent. ad valorem, come
under the higher schedules of the tarifl of 1846, Our
exporis consistehiefly of raw cotton, tobacco, cereals,
whalebone, tullow, salied provisions, lard, whale-
oil, rive, rosin, &ec., on which the duties are searcely
oven nominal.  American tobacco, for example, on
which France and England realizo every year 1,000
per cent. per annum moro clear profit than all the
tobacco-growers in the Bouth, if their aggregate
profits were added togoether—is subject in Swit-
gerland to the nominal duty of less than three-
fifths of a cent per pound; and the effect of
this liberal treatment of one of our leading staples,
says the State Depurtment Report on Foreign Com-
mereinl Relations, “is seen in the disproportional
quantities relatively to popilation which are sent to
these different countries. For example: France,
with a population of 36,000,000® received an annual
average of 15,000,000 The, of American tobaceo du-
ring o period of three years, (1851, 1852, 1853,)
which gives about one-third of a pound to each per-
gon; Ureat Britain, with a population of 27,000,000,
received an annual average, the same period, of 25,
000,000 1bs., or nearly one pound per head ; while
Switzerland, with a population of 2,400,000, received
more than 7,000,000 1bs., or nearly three pounds for
each pergon.”

That owr commercial readers may be enabiled to
comprehend more thoronghly the precise character
and value of onr indireet trade with this interesting
and prosperous republic, we have cavefully, and with

consideruble labor, preparved, from the official doeu-
wents to which we had access, the following tabular
statement, exhibiting in detail, with a8 wuch aceu-
racy a8 can be attained, our import trade with Swit-
zerland  during the past year, showing in separate
colwmns the deseription of the merchandise, the in-.
voiee value of each class, the rate of duty to which
it is subjected under the fariff act of 1846, the
amount of duties on cach class, and the aggregato
valne and duty in 1806, compared with similar re-
gitlts in 1855 :
gl ok o b s e e o
1866, ther i the wtes of duly mw‘dm.wdthn
vl amound of dufy compared, wih similar results fir 1855,

Bulletin of the 12th instant : Description of morchandise. | Value, |Ruton of duty| Amount of
¢ Hon. Btephen Adams, late United States tor from S8 Jterem) dukys
Himbdp'pl.tr.\;nd ‘:lx residence near this d}y yesterday | piove goods od'luuut Al mnf'
m , ot five o . cotlon, wool, nnd ik, an
W Judge Adnms was n nabive of Franklin county, in | #hawis ofsitic, &ooooo 849,037 | 50 por pont. | 85,801 10
thus State, but for many years past has resided in Missis- | ot horiers. . iale o« | MAD
sippi. He represented at one time his native county in | ik plees goods. 4,875,060 | 2 . 1,218 914 00
the State senate of Tennessee.  In early life he removed | Sk howlery o oo I L LR
to Misslasippi, pned Look a prominent part in public affair | Manufctures of wilk, wuenaj 0L o
in that State. He frequently represented the county of e 2800 | 15 “ 546 00
Monros in the State was elected to and filled - m.ﬂ: ﬁ “ ﬂ-'lJ?" 0o
the office of judge of the cirenit court, and finully was | hens........ . b : ik
made nied Blaen s, i e of savin clog | Roiicing o e #8138 1| erog 3
with the Inst session of Congress. A few months since he | Embronderios, oille, worsted, &) 800,700 | 30+ 90,237 00
removed to this city, and engaged in the practice of his C"‘lﬁrm:ﬂ:m":‘:*::“m"** Bitsr ] 30 i
—the law, Gold nnd silyer laos, ke, ... . "to4 | 30 e
«'Th-disesss. of - which ‘Judge Adss diod was wmal- | Saanst Sivee Son bs.- | 01 8 4 70
pox, contracted on board the cars, two or m:e weitks (Nnck:. eryatala, jlass ware Poe (e e
ginee, while on his retwn from Misslssippi, whither he | #00Paper .. e ; ‘ 1.
had gono for bis umily.  Judge Adams possemed natu- | Bkl vugbdvings | Lard | do |
rally a strong and robust constitution, but for u few years | Suthematical lnstriments. .. 470 |80 « 141 00
past bad been much enfeebled by a severe attack of par- :‘:'“;‘"“‘."“Wﬂ"‘t; --------- ;‘;;: ﬁ % ;r"” :ﬁ
alysis. The violence of the diseise of which he died, to- [ Setnerrentyps plates oo JA80 | B8 0 e
ﬁﬂm with tl;mbhdl;l::: of hhﬂm. _l‘ﬂrmlimknl n..umm;‘ I;::ilu;r. oo BT (B0 w BeG 10
existence a very time o ex- iy wood, bruslies,
hibited itself. "llﬂ'l(l'!'ll. & P 038 | S0 191 40
s Judge Adwmns was a kind and true friend, his amia- mm’:{r{:ﬁ} I b 1:3 é? s -
bility of character nigh akin to the gentleness of womnn's | Molsle, vordigris, ke 4,088 | 20 = BT i
nature, and in all domestic relations mild and indulgent, | Wines sod clgurs, o o do & 241 60
He leaves n large fmmily to mourn his untimely tnklns‘r B"‘.l- sy ';:," Saydini, 20 :;’: ':: . 6;‘”': &
off, and n numerous circle of warm p 1 and politi BOMIENA . oon ooy ' 45w 8 75
friends, who sympathize with !-h?ml; dy in their sud o 6508 | b 276 25
bereavement.  Ho wuk, since early life, a consistent mem- s
: Total in 1860, .. ... ... gmesord | ... ... |1 i
::;“’;;W“ church, .‘.'"d died n zealous communi- Total I= T ?:?'?:.18'2 Approzimate, },;6'3,’33 3

THE GREAT RAILROAD EXCURSION,

The following is the list of roads which have agreed
to pass, free, the holders of invitation tickets to the
opening of the Ohio and Mississippi railroad between
Cincinnati and 8t. Louis :

Baltimore & Ohio, Madizon & Indisnapolis,
Bulihmt!}r;.t oy va:&l‘koh‘le,
Buff. Div—N. Y. e | Marfetta

T i, Mich Sou. & North Tad.,
Central Ohio, Michigan Contral,
Chiengo, Alton, & Bt, Louis, | N, Jersey R, R. & Trans. Co.,
Chieago & Rock Island, & Camden & Amboy,
Cin., Hamilton, & Dayton, | Norwich & Worcester,
(eveland & Toledo, New Albany & Salem,

&Cin. | New York Contral,
Cloveland & Pittsburg, New York & Harlem,
chvdmdisﬂe. New Y:k:m, =
Covington & Lexington, Pacific of Missonri,
Fvansville & Crawfordsville, | Phila., W/ , & Balt. ,
Great Westorn of Canndn, | Pittsburg, Ft. & Ohio,
Giront Western of Illinois, Pennsylvanin & 3
Hudson River, Steubenville & Indiana,
Mlinols Central, Toledo, Wabash, & Western,
& Cincinoati, | Terre Alton, & St

Jeffersonville, Laouis,
Little Minmi, Col., & Xenis, | New York & New Haven.

The Uincinnatl Gazette says:

| any degree of acenracy, owing to the ecommercial

The preceding statement, though based upon offi-
cial returns, and therefore relinble in so far as it rep-
resents the charaeter and value of the commereial
movements between the United Htates and Bwitzer-
land, ig by no means to be regarded as represent-
ing the full extent or the precise value of that trade
during the years indicated. Tt is officially stated
that Geneva alone exports anoually to the United
Htaten 240,000 watches—an itom which, at the low
valudtion of $10 per watch, would of itself amount
within o fraction to the entire value nssigned to that
article in the table. It is most likely that the whole
anm of £3,708,292, which is assigned in “ Commerce
and Navigation” for 1856 to France, England, Bremen,
and Hamburg for watches, rightfully belongs to
Bwitzerland, as cheap watch-making is not a hranch
of domestic industry in cither of thoso countries or
cities. The total value of silk piece goods imported
into the United States in 1856 was, in round numbers,
$25,000,000, of which nearly $23,000,000 is given to
France and England, and $1,838,801 to Bremen, How
much of this enormons sum should be eredited to
Hwitzorland we have no means of ascertaining with

deficiont in all or one of those supposed advantagos.
This superiority may enable one nation to subjugate
another by arms or intrigue, but we dissent from the
doctrine that it confers a right or affords a justifica-
tion for imposing on it a code of morals, laws, or

roligion incompatible with ita manners and habits,
| its moil and climate, and with its system of goven
" yinent and wocinl organization, which, however repul.
| sive 1o strangers, has become a second nature to

| our business. No nation, we conceive, has o right

% apening will take place in this city,
the guests will assemblo on the lmtrin-
cinnati should, thersfore, reds to receive the-dis- |
ishod shenpgers in a corvesponding with her | 1T
pﬂm- one of the Wo |
are to s o . which
Wik numerously signed, meeting to
i ueski dne nitiee
will b given, and the cal onbt, will be
La ruywd » ‘.J
" HON. GRORGE §. HOUSTON,
At o mepting of the dem y of Limestone conn-

ty, Alabama, held last week, the following resolution
wits adopted :

1 Resolved, That o;ru;nﬁf‘nne in the wlmbnt
ability tieal ty of our immodiste represen
-uﬂvf'h:mpﬁ Hon. Geo. 5. Houston, s waabated ;
and we

0

| irremediable defoots in existing legislation relative

| and, more than any other cause, to the extension

oy m 1 _tothcdumnﬂcf:
ters of the congressionn] .
represent them in the next Congross of Ih:‘lnim.'“

Jom peenliar to the indiroct teade ; 1o the almost
to the verification of invoices in foreign countries ;

and facilition of the éqtrt*[rﬂt #ystem in Liverpool,
Bremen, Havre, Marscilles, Trieste, and other load-
ing ports in Europe,

Burrounded by four great #tates—France, the (joy-
man  Customs Union, Austeia, and the Sardinian
States—Bwitzerland  must, from necessity, condnct
her commereinl operations either with those States or
aver their territories.  France, in a special degree,
owes much of its conumercial grandenr to the pro-
verbial industry and superior mechanical akill of its
enterprising neighbor. “Not . even vxcepting the

| United States,” says 8 late volume of “* Aunales du
Commerce Exterveuy,’’ there is no country in the world
with which Franee maintuigs « mors profitable com-
merce.”  The figures which their official roturns dis-
close exhibit an almost incredible progress. 1n 1787
tha value of Bwiss commerce to Franee was 28,000,
000 franes ; in 1825 it reached 50,500,000 francs;
In 1844 it went us high as 205,000,000 francs ;
in 1651 tho official exhibit makes it 242,000,000
francs ; in 1855 it was nearly 9,500,000 francs;
and in 1857 it can full little short of 400,000,000
francs. Borapid, and at the sume time so enormous,
an increnss in the trade of two such countries, is
without a parallel.  And strange, yet true, every
package of Swiss merchandise dostined for the Uni-
ted States, and every bale of American cotton ship-
ped for Switzerland, is sulject, when in trausit
across French tervitory, to an officious overhauling
and & oarcless repacking, to say nothing of the ex-
pense, delay, and inconvenience ineident to this ar-
bitrary “right of search,” by irresponsible custom-
house subordinates, totally repugnant to every sen-
timent of neighborly kindness or commercial liberal-
ity. A reciprocity trealy between this now mighty
empire and its more unostentations, though not less
prosperous neighbor, would contribute more to the
real commercial prosperity of France in ten years
than all her prohibitions and restrictions have ac-
complished since the days of her Derlin and Milan
decreas.

DEPARTMENT NEWS,
HTATE DEFARTMENT,

Nutice to Mariners.~—The following notice o marines
has been received from R C. Murphy, esq., Unitod Statcs
consul sl Bhanghai, China ;

With refergnce to a notification from this office, dated
27th October, 18556, notice is horoby given that a tower
has been erected on the south shore of the Yangtere
Keang ot Kew T'oan. It is w -plain structure of brick,
painted red and white, Tts height is 70 feet.

It bears from the light vessel N. 68 deg. west, distance
16 miles.

The trees upon Block-House Tuland  bear from it . 15
deg. west, distance 8 miles,

The lght vessel is moored in 44 fsthoms at low water,
and bears N. by W. | W. from Gutalaff islond, from
which she is distant 23 miles, and 1 mile from the sonth-
ern spit of the north banl.  Ships leaving Gutsladl bear-
ing 8. by E., distance 15 miles, should steer a north-
westorly coumse.  On making the light vessel bearing
N.W., they hould steer #o a8 to pass her on the star-
bonrd hand, not bringing her to the southward of west.
After passing her, they should not bring hor to the south-
wardof B.E. by E. } E., making due. allowance for the selting
o the tides over the north bank,  When about sinking her
hull, the tower will be seen, and the conrse preseribed by

‘apt. Collison’s directions con thon by followed.
ien a vessel is olwerved running into danger, n gun
is firedd from the lght vessel to attract attention, and the
signal of the course that should be steered is then ex-
hibited. A ship's signal lamp is shown on boad from
sunsst to sunrise,

A meteorological register and tide talile are kept by the
master of the light vessel, copies of which can be hud gratis
on apphication at this oflice,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT.

Appointments,—J. N, Oliver has been appointed to a see-
ond-class clerkship in the office of the Solicitor of the
Treasury, in place of ¢ €. Anderson, resignad.

J. H. Crawford has been appointed ton first-class elerk-
ship in the Sixth Aunditor's office, in place of John N. Oli-
ver, promoted,

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.

The Dinseorea Bidatus.—Mr. W, D. Breckinvidge, of
Govanstown, Baltimore county, Maryland, in a letter to
the Commissioner of Patents, states that ik sueocss in the
cultivation of the hoscoren Batatus was highly flattering.
He planted last year, about the middle of May, in o
strong loamy soil, about thirty sets of old tubers.  About
the latter end of November he dug up all bub gix, which
he exanined about o week ago and found them all sound,
and the crowns of three had started into growth about
one-Inch,  The most of the tubers thut he took up in the
full were club-shaped, few of them flat or palmated, and
two of them weighed a little over one pound each. He
stored them away in o dry cellar beside his Mercer pota-
toos, where they kept plump and sound up to the present
time,  In the writer's opinion, it is a very casy process o
multiply this yam, either by cutling off the vines during
the summer, by sections of the tubers in the spring, or by
the pasids tubers collected from the stems in the full, to
any extent. The greatest drawback to its caltivation is
the great labor it takes to get the tubers ontof the
ground, some of his having gone down two feet into the
ground in four months,

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Resiynation, — Possed Assistant Surgeon Frederick Hor
ner, jr., resigned his commission yesterday.

VIRGINIA DEMOCRATIC STATE COXVENTION.

The demoeratic State convention of Virginia, to
nominate u candidate for attorney general, assembled
at Richmond on Wednesday last. J. Randolph Tuck-
er, caq., was nominated on the first ballot. The Rich-
mond Enguirer says :

“he d tic cony which bled yoster-
day was most res de n number and charmcter.  The
finest gpirit of harmony universally prevailed.  We have
merely time to say that, on the fust ballot, J. R. Tucker,
o). , Wils inatod as the lidate for pt-
torney general, and his tion was i dintely made
unanimous, While much diversity of sentiment was mnn-
ifested in n choice het &0 many eminent biers of
the bar, 80 soom as & choice was made every one cheerfully
yielded his hearty nesent to the aotion of the convention.
Of Mr. Tucker's eloction we haye not the least doubt, He
is too well known throughout Virginin for us to pass a
word of culogy upon his talents, virtues, and genuine po-
Titical integrity.  Although very young, he has made his
mark nupon public history ; and his trivmphant clection
and fsithful discharge of the duties of his new and Lonor-
able office will wind new lnurels around his brow. "’

We elip the following from the Ban Frareisco Her-
ald of April 20:

A Boog-uows Cuarn pou mie Passipesr.—0On Saturday
we gaw a groat curiosity in the shape of a chair made on-
tirely of elk antlers, and designed as n present to Jumes
Buchinnan, President of the United States. It arrived
here on Saturday safternoon on the steamer Galinh, It
wis made in the northern of Humboldt county, by
Soth Kinman, o hunter, who has aveived with it in this
city, en route for Washington. It is majuly composed of
four massive buck homs, with the antlers brancling as
appropriately as I the wholo afluir were the work of
awrver, The two largest homs compose the hind legs and
back, and they incline backwards very gmeefully at the
top and meet together, so ua to form an srch.  The two
other horns compose the fore-legs and sides, and extend
back 5o as to lap on and firmly faston in the forks of the
back part.  The fect nre originad ; instead of taking old
antlers, the hunter “ brought down'" the largest living
bueks, and cut the homs out of their heads with about
thvee inches of bone attacled. i wolid and
white as ivory, and the ends on which the chalr rests are

of deor’s hoofs.
rungs stenight pieces of horn,
jointed that there is no outward evidence of it.
horns, which project from every part of the chair, have
their points polished like ivory, The seat is of white
bockskin 1 ly for it by the muker,

sl

¥

The attorney general of ’nﬂim'lnht;.! given his opin-
ion that Senators Bright and Fitch were duly an,

| bles which at that perod desolabsd the peninals |

OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENCE.
Pamia, Ageil 27, 155

At this time, whon aiairs ln China excite pulillg
tention in the United States, as well a8 in Fruu-w
England, it is intoresting to know what kind of 4
France places ab the head of her squadron in the ( h.-u.;
seas,  Clothed, ws he ls, with extmordinary powers, &
indispensable that he shouldadd other high quali alia,
to those of & naval ocommander, Thanks to 5 f,,\.h_'
who s bered ut Washington with the esteoy |,
a well to hix personal charactor s to the positig, whigg
he held while residing there—thanks, also, to 4y,
naval officer who has served with distinetion unider
Admiral Tiganlt de Genoullly I omn give ruspecting (|,
lnttor & fow outhentic biographical detalls which wij
ﬂ wy rosdens to judge of his eniinent fitnesy fir '-'h'i-.

As commander of the naval batteries belore Bebastupy)
Roar Admiral Rigault deGenouilly has won on of thep,,
papilar names in the French npavy. But comparatyy,
few porsons are aware of the unintervupted series of il
vices which be has rendered, or of the remurkahly il
various quulities which are combined in his charmeto

Entering the navy n' 1827, M. Rigsult do Genoy,
sorved ively under Admirals Lalande, Rousin,
Casy. Thus, at the outset of his carcer, bie had the adyy,
tage of obtaining under such tuition the most solid 4,
instruction, and speedily earned among his fellow-olicy,
the reputation of being skilful and efficient in the filtig
ont, working, and management of a ghip.

In thess early years ho shared in the expedition 1,
giers, was prosent st the brilliant entry of the Tagus, 4
participated gloriously in the taking of Ancona, whig
walls be was the first Lo scale,

Appointed in 1839 to the command of the brig 5y
prise on the const of Bpain, Lis lntelligent activity sy
perfect tagt were duly appreciated during the civil 1,

1
1843 he was ordered to command the ploop Vietorios,

Proceeding to Ching, he assisted thoro at the troatis o
peace, and various other events, which signalizad the ¢,
of the command of Admiral Céeile and that of Copyy,
dore Lapievre. He was on the point of returning ty Fry,
after n most lnborions and happily-conducted nmw,j‘,,:
when the Victoriouse was lost, as well s the Glok,
the const of Corea, In consequence of crvors in the chuy
nnd of the violence of curvents, on which It was Trnpos.
ble to caloulate, In these clroumstances, Captain Rigl
evinced the most enduring energy and perfect sng-frod;
by his attitude and langusge he powerfully sustained
spirits of the crews, who were detained two months oy
desert island in the most painful wneertainty ws to the
fate of crafts which had been despatched to Shanghai i
search of assistance,

Returning to France in 1848, Caplain Rigault, why
performing for a time the dutios of ald-de-camp fo
Minister of the Navy, was ordered to the steam-frign
Vauban, on board of which he cruised off the consts of the
Mediterrancan, and at the seme thoe commanded tl
French forces in Groece,  He next commanded the sore.
ship Charlemagne, and, after fitting her for sea, conveyd
to Constantinople the French ambassador,

But the eastern war was soon to break out.  Aduin!
Hamelin, appointed to the « 1 of the squadr,
called on Captain Riganit de Genouilly to nct as his iy
captain, To be chosen flag-captain, under such ciro.
stunces, by such o man as Admiral Hamelin, is soffido @
evidence of personal merit, and events amply justifiel th
choice.  Amidst the various diffioulties which the squul.
ron of the Black sea had to undergo, the Ville do Pk
was constantly remarked for the accuracy with which e
was worked, her perfect order, and the discipline of be
aow.

Soon after the battle of Alma, the Frenoh army b
Sebastopol discovered the insufficiency of the ording
siege artillery, and appealed to the heavy pung of the
navy, a8 well as to the skill of its ganners.  Adwinl
Hamelin at once designated Wis Hag-captain for the on
mund of the seamen disembarked.

Well-fitted as the career of Captain Riganlt had o
ready been, there is no doubt that the slege of Behastopl
forms its most striking episode,  On this vast theatre il
witnessed with emulation the development of his capad-
ty, lis conrnge, his perfect coolness, and especially th
indomitable energy which neither sl , nor obetacls,
nor even delays, could ever overcome, and which const
tites the most prominent trait in his character.

After this brief sleetch of his military chavactor, afov
wonds will complete the portralt of the man himself,

Tear Admiral Rigault de Genouilly is about fifty yen
of nge.  He is of large stat e, and has that imposing i
which i imparted by habits of command under difficalt
cireumstances.  All who come In contuct with him
delighted to find that he is full of information, sel off by
arare fucility of expression. Far, however, from lelog
disposed to abuse this natoral gift of carrying persuasia
to the hearts of those who listen to him, he is, ab the
same time, veserved, diserect, gnd sincere.

Thug, all the qualities of & commander-in-chicf are W
 the highest degree united in Rear Admiral Rigault de
Genouilly. Whether it be requisite to negotiate orlo
fight, he is just *‘the right man in the right place.”

W, R C

BOOK NOTTCES,

Chavacleristics of Women, Movad, Postival, and Hidoriool, B
Mrs, Jumeson,  Boston ;: Tickuor & Fields, Foy ule
by Taylor & Maury, Washington.

A delightful work by one of the most delightfel o
Engligh writers.  Mrs, Jameson hag hosts of admirers @
this side of the Atlantic; and her Charcteristion ¢
Women-—particularly the women of Shakspeare—wil
favorably compare with some of her best productions. §
is & subject in which ghe is perfeotly wt home.
Iiwstrated Schood History of the United States and the adjored

puris of Amevica, from the savliest discoveries bo the: provi

time. By (. P. Quackenboss, A, M. New York: I\

Appleton & Co. For sle by Thaylor & Manry, Wad

ington. !

This work has been propared with great eare, and b6
most valuable addition to the edueational works of the
country.

The Life of O harlitle Bronte, author of Jane Eyre. Dy i
E. C. Gaskell ; two volumes. New York : D. Apple
:;I: & Uo. Formle by Taylor & Maury, Washing
The priss on both sides of the Allantic have sid®

much about this work, and have quoted so liberally fro

its intengely-interesting pages, that there Is nothing I

for ws to do beyond the simple announeement of its ©

oelpt by our enterprising Looksellers Mesers, Taylor &

Manry. The work s very handsomely got up, and b

embellished with a likeness of the anthor of Jane Eyre-

the most gifted Englishwoman of the present contury.

We are also indebted to Messra, Taylor & Muury i
coples of ““T'wo Years Ago,”" “The Story of a Podt
Bible,"" and *“The World's Own,'' already noticed in 0%
columns.

Mies Lastie's New Cookery Book. Philadelphia: T. B I*
terson,  For salo by J. Shillington, Washinglon.
Housekeepers owe an obligation to Miss Leslio for 7
New Cookery Book, being the only new work on the
sulijoot published by that lady for the last twenty ver
Tt embraces seven hundred pages, strongly bound, in o
large duodecimo volume. Tvery roceipt in “alike pv
tical and practicable,’” and the book contains at lest ®

thousand of them,

Mr. Bhillington places us under additional obligationt
for the second volume of Col, Benton's Digest of the ¥
bates of Congress,

A woman arrested in Liverpool for an asswlt comii
tod upon a neighbor affords o striking Instance of ek
lessly early marriagos.  Bhe is the wifo of Patrick Gt
a tailor, Thoy veside in Douglus-Termee, Wignn '
forty yeurs of :i:t and she {a twenty-nine. They w0

before shie had attained the age of fourteon 785

constitutionally eleetad by the Jndiapg legisjature.

A telegraphic despateh from Philadelphin, roceived
yesterduy, suys ¢ J. M. B, Potreikon, osq., member of
the Ponnsylvania honse of representatives, died at
Harrisburg to-day from n diseane contracted ut o
Nutional Hotel in Washington,

apd sha wos 4 mother at fhe age of fourteen yeom 0%
seven months.  Kince tllut'tlrue #hie has had eleven
ohildren.  Steange to say, the oldest girl, who wa filt
years ol | Wuluudu work, is the mother of two ¢ Diledrety
the el of whom is two years of age, she havid
marido ] eardior in Tife than her mother. Mrs. ['ﬂ"".‘;
thercf e, at the age of twonty.nine yours, the mothet

twelve, and the grandmothor of two children




